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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, UN, KS 

SUBJECT: ROK APPLICATION OF UN MEMBERSHIP 

1. SEOUL JULY 31 PRESS PLAYED ROKG'S RENEWED APPLICATION 
FOR UN MEMBERSHIP AS TOP STORY. APART FROM FACTUAL 
REPORTING, SOME COLUMNISTS SPECULATED THAT USSR OR PRC ARE 
LIKELY TO VETO THE APPLICATION BUT THAT APPLICATION ALONE, 
EVEN IF UNSUCCESSFUL, MIGHT INCREASE SUPPORT FOR US/KOREAN 
RESOLUTION ON DISSOLUTION OF UNC. 

2. TONGA ILBO REPORTED THAT DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS IN 
WASHINGTON HAD DECLINED TO ANSWER WHEN ASKED BY PRESSMEN 
WHETHER US WOULD LINK ROK APPLICATION TO THOSE OF SOUTH 
AND NORTH VIETNAM. SOME COLUMNISTS NOTED THAT 
VIETNAMESE APPLICATIONS TEND TO DISPROVE NORTH 

KOREAN CLAIM THAT UN MEMBERSHIP FOR A DIVIDED 

COUNTRY WOULD VITIATE CHANCES FOR EVENTUAL UNIFICATION. 
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